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GENTLEMEN, 


i 

n 

.« 


i  ft.  y  ^  Hrough  the  channel  of  this 

fmall  Treatife,  let  me  con¬ 
vey  my  thoughts  to  the  prefent  admi- 
niftration,  in  regard  to  your  being  tho¬ 
roughly  reconciled  to  the  palling  of  the 
Nullum  Tempus  Bill,  Intitled,  A  Bill  to 
amend  and  render  more  effectual,  An 
Adt  made  in  the  21ft  year  of  the  reign 
of  king  James  I.  Intitled,  An  Adt  for 
the  general  quiet  of  the  fubjedts  againft 
all  pretences  of  concealment  whatfoever. 

B  This 


* .  - 


(  2  ) 

'l  his  is  a  Bill  of  the  greateft  impor¬ 
tance  to  the  fubjedt,  and  ultimately  fo 
to  the  crown  of  any  one  that  has  or 
can  poffioly  come  before  you  ;  it  is  an 
Aa  nearl7  parallel,  as  to  the  form  of  it, 
to  that  of  the  21ft  of  James  ;  but  the 
times  in  whichthat  palled,  are  widely  dif¬ 
ferent  from  the  prefent;  the  frequent  en¬ 
croachments  of  the  crown  made  it  high¬ 
ly  necellary,  that  a  line  Ihould  be  drawn 
between  the  crown  and  the  people;  and 
that  the  hungry  appetite  of  James  I. 
mould  not  be  rapacious  enough  to  de¬ 
vour  the  poffeffions  of  his  fubjedts,  nor 
to  follow  the  advice  of  my  Lord  Coke, 
who  privately  has  planned  a  lcheme  to 
govern  this  nation  without  a  parliament, 
by  encreafing  the  poffeffions  and  re¬ 
venues  of  the  crown.  Such,  Gentle¬ 
men,  were  the  iniquitous  and  encroach¬ 
es  proceedings  of  thole  times,  that  it 
became  highly  expedient  to  pafs  fuch  an 

adt. 


(  3  ) 

act,  and  to  make  the  fubject  a  quiet  and 
eafy  title  to  his  pofieffion,  by  limiting  the 
uninterrupted  enjoyment  of  it  for  fixty 
years  retrofpebt,  as  a  fecurity  againft 
tne  crown  j  but  though  it  was  the  defire 
of  tome  of  the  parliament  at  that  time  to 
ha^e  given  a  further  fecurity  to  their  fuc- 
cefiors,  in  a  fixty  years  profpedt,  yet 
it  could  not  be  obtained  ;  but  only  a 
fixty  years  pofieffion  from  the  prefent  time 
of  that  parliament ;  that  act  being  many 
years  ago  ineffectual,  and  the  people  now 
out  of  doors,  not  knowing  how  far  the 
rapacious  hand  ol  you,  Gentlemen,  the 
prefent  adminiPcration,  may  fire  tell  itfelf 
with  unbounded  authority,  urged  on  by 
the  felf-occafioned  diftreffes  of  your  go¬ 
vernment,  over  the  poflefilons  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  ;  I  lay,  Gentlemen,  not  daring  to 
trufi  themfelves  under  the  fhelter  of  the 
wings  of  birds  of  paffage,  have  thought 
fit,  in  the  prefent  boifterous,  hazy,  and 

B  2  fky- 


fey-portending  mifchief  feafon,  to  adopt 
a  iew  farm  flandards  of  uprightnefs,  and 
buiid  a  died  for  themfelves  j  and  have 
therefore  brought  in  a  bill,  not  only  . 
with  a  retrolpedt  for  their  own  good,  but 
with  a  profpecl  for  their  fucceffors;  ’tis 
they.  Gentlemen,  who  have  gone  thro’ 
the  befl  part  of  their  life,  who  think 
that  being  called  to  parliament,  there  is 
more  honour  in  tlie  future  prefer vation 
of  our  fucceffor’s  rights,  by  fee u ring 
them,  than  by  a  felfafh  regard  to  the 
prefent  times  only.  Good  God,  Gentle- 
men,  are  you  juftifaed  either  in  the  eyes 
of  God  or  man,  in  looking  only  to  the 
we1  fare  of  yourfelves,  and  totally  difre- 
garding  pofterity.  Does  the  navigator 
draw  a  chart  of  the  Seas,  into  which  he 
is  never  to  come  again  for  himfelf  •  or 
does  he  do  it  as  a  fecurity  to  future  navi¬ 
gators,  to  prevent  their  being  fubject  to 
like  misfortunes  in  the  voyage  ? 


This 


i 

This  bill  then.  Gentlemen,  being 
formed  upon  the  mod  equitable  prin¬ 
ciples  and  faireft  ground,  between  the 
crown  and  the  people,  that  the  fore¬ 
light  of  human  prudence  could  fuggeft, 
for  drawing  the  proper  line  to  the  pre¬ 
tended  claims  of  the  crown,  and  for 
fecuring  the  property  and  poiTefiions  of 
the  fubjedt  from  tedious  vexatious  fuits ; 
and  the  ultimate  refult  of  fuch  a  bill 
will  be  fecuring  the  love  of  the  people, 
and  thereby  gaining  an  ineftimable 
treafure  to  the  crown,  which  it  never 
otherwife  could  poflefs,  I  mean  thofe 
unalienable  affedtions  of  a  grateful 
people,  which  are  the  true  revenues 
and  ineftimable  refources  and  treafures 
held  by  the  beft  and  molt  honourable 
title  in  the  world,  the  crown  doing 
every  thing  for  the  good  or  the  fubjedt. 
What  a  blefiing  to  this  kingdom  would 

iD  o 

fuch  mutual  confidence  be  produdtive 

of. 


/ 


(  6  ) 

of,  when  the  prerogative  of  the  crown 
is  only  ft  retched  our  to  the  well-being 
and  fecurity  of  the  people  •  whenever  it 
1S  ot^erwife  ufed,  it  becomes  dangerous 
to  royalty  and  fubverfive  of  the  confli- 
t ut ion,  and  exceeding  the  bounds  of 
realon  and  humanity,  ought  not  in  fueh 
degrees  to  exift  any  longer.  But,  Gen¬ 
tlemen,  we  have  one  of  the  mod  gracious 
and  beft  of  princes  upon  the  throne, 
whofe  crown  fmiles  at  receiving,  be¬ 
ing  able  and  willing  to  redrefs,  the 
grievances  and  complaints  of  his  fub- 
jefis;  and  perhaps  no  age  has  had 
greater  reafon  :  an  act  of  grace  at  an 
acceffion,  is  a  fample  of  the  merciful 
behaviour  and  reign  of  kings,  and  is 
therefore  pledged  to  his  people  for  his 
future  behaviour.  For  God’s  fake 
taen,  Gentlemen,  fully  not  the  pre- 

fcat  luftre  of  fo  g^at  and  fo  gracious  a 
monarcn,  to  the  eyes  of  his  loving  fub- 


(  7  ) 

jetls,  by  your  oppofition  to  meafurcs 

that  would  certainly  rivet  and  fix  their 

\.  - 

hearts,  with  infeparable  wifhes  of  fuc- 
ceis,  to  the  prefent  reign;  or,  Gentle- 
■men,  if  you  fo  far  negledt  your  moftre- 
fpeclful  lord  and  m after,  you  will  not,  I 
truft,  be  fo  carelefs  of  your  own  fafety, 
as  not  to  do  one  fmgle  a  eft  to  pleafe  the 
people.  Do  not  pals  through  this  an¬ 
nual  rotation  employment,  without  en¬ 
deavouring,  by  fome  means  or  other,  to 
conciliate  the  affedtions  of  the  people  with 
adminift ration  in  fome  degree  ;  do  not 
ftigmatize  your  already  gone  Credit  with 
the  people,  by  a  continual  undoing  ; 
rather  leave  off  with  doing  nothing  than 
that.  Confider  well,  Gentlemen,  the 
liability  of  your  own  employments,  and 
that  it  is  only  the  keeping  or  lofing  the 
-  good  will  of  the  multitude,  that  will, 
in  the  end,  give  the  cleared;  and  faireft 
title  to  them.  Popularity  is  one  of  the 


virtues 


(  8  ) 

virtues  of  which  you  never  was  accufed 
of ;  Unpopularity  feems  to  be  the  DU 
Lares  of  your  adminiftration  ;  and  I  am 
afraid,  as  long  as  you  Laft,  will  always 
intrude  themfelves  upon  you  (though  I 
beg  pardon  for  the  word  intrude)  I  mean 
will  be  always  part  of  the  company,  and 
will  by  and  by,  if  the  family  flays  in 
town  much  longer,  dance  cotillions  with 
you:  but.  Gentlemen,  I  will  now  be 
ferious,  and  if  you  neglect  yourfelves 
and  your  king  (I  write  fo  becaufe  I  have 
been  ,  taught  fo.  Ego  &  mens  Rex,  which 
words  the  prefent  fchool  of  admini  fixa¬ 
tion  has  told  me  the  Englifh  of)  :  f  urely 
you  will  not  difregard  the  credit,  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  parliament,  however  you  may 
trifle  with  yourfelves  and  majefty. 
You  know,  you  cannot  be  ignorant 

what  is  faid  abroad,  that  it  is  a  f - e 

a  r - d  and  an  ar - y  parlia¬ 

ment.  For  God’s  fake  do  fomething 

then 


(  9  ) 

then  to  wipe  off  that  ftain,  if  it  is  fo; 
don’t  let  it  iie  under  tiiat  disgrace ;  Pafs 

O  J 

the  Adi  and  Pleafe  the  People.  Rivet 
their  affections  to  the  Crown,  and  for¬ 
feit  their  prefent  opinion  of  yourfelves} 
by  acting  cheerfully  and  willingly  for 
their  good.  But  I  forgot,  did  I  fay 
willingly?  when  205  Aye’s  tor  the  bill 
is  a  compulfive  claufe  againft  1  24  No’s. 
Attempt  not,  therefore,  your  ffrength  up¬ 
on  the  Report ;  but  look  2s  if  you  all  in¬ 
tended  it.  (Oh  dear,  we  never  meant  to 
oppofe  the  principle,  or  indeed  any  part 
of  the  bill,  but  only  to  make  it  a  little 
palatable  to  the  Houle.  Oh,  did  you  fo  ?) 
But  I  rnuit  again  obferve,  that  it  is 
formed  upon  the  fairefl  ground,  tending 
to  draw  the  mofl  equitable  line  between 
the  ufurpations  of  an  arbitrary  adminiftra- 
tion,  and  the  juft  rights  from  almoff 
centuries  of  pofleffion,  of  an  honeft  and 

C<  upright 


(  I  o  ) 


upright  people,  almoft  adoring  t Ij cir 
truly  beloved  monarch.  By  this  bill  they 
have  fubfiitu ted  the  Love  inilead  of  the 


Fear  of  their  King;  and  take  my  word  for 
it,  Gentlemen,  the'  fureft  and  unfquan- 
dered  Creatures  of  a  crown  are  th 


CS 


hearts  ana  aifedtions  of  the  people  ;  and 
they  are,  by  a  wicked  and  Jelf- corrupted 
admmntration,  del? roved  and  prevented 
from  making  their  approach  on  the  one 
hand,  or  by  an  honeft  or  upright  fet  of 
Patriots,  united  and  riveted  on  the  other 


hand.  Thus,  Gentlemen,  you  may  pre¬ 
vent  or  deftroy  the  intended  bleffing  of 
a  nation  that  would  otherwrfe  fubfift  in  a 


mutuat  ahetnon  ;  and  thus,  Gentlemen, 
You  Do,  by  not  givingyour  affiffance  to 
the  pafiing  this  bill,  chearfullv,  with 
an  honeft  public  integrity.  Are  there 
any  claufes  m  it  that  can  poflibly  admit 
of  the  leaft  objection.  In  regard  to  the 

1  pro- 


•  s  v 


'  (  II  ) 

Profped,  w  hat  can  be  Juflice  and  Right 
now,  that  cannot  be  Juflice  and  Right 
nXty  years  hence.  Or  is  this  fainple 
adnuniftration  of  arbitrary  government, 
to  dc  by  that  time  ripened  and  confirm¬ 
ed  to  a  monarchal  one.  Surely,  Gen¬ 
tlemen,  Tour  forefight  cannot  lead  you 
fo  far,  nor  would  you  die  with  lefs  bitter 
re  m  or  he,  were  you  to  pleafc  yourfelves 
v/it'i  the  Jdea  ol  it  *  and  that  you  had 
laid  the  firft  Pone,  but  of  a  building 

*  S’ 

which,  thank  my  God,  the  Builders 

have  refufed.  Was  I  king  of  E _ d, 

I  would  change  my  poffeffions  of  Land 
for  the  Affections  of  my  People  ;  and 
fhould  think  myielf,  as  our  gracious 
Monarcn  does,  as  having  procured  a 
better  Title  to  my  illuflrious  Throne,  and 
a  wilful  treafure  lor  the  fupport  of  it,  to 
be  paid  without  diflrefs.  1  don’t  won¬ 
der  the  principle  of  the  bill  is  mifurtder- 

f-1  2  flood 
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flood  by  thofe  who  have  no  Principle  at 
all ;  but  the  doubts  of  Lawyers  will  never 
puzzle  an  honed  mind.  I  mud  make 
bold  to  tell  thofe  Gentlemen  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  the  bill  is  alone  to  be  formed 
from  the  claufes  in  it;  and  thofe,  whofe 
hefltating  mind  darts  back  upon  hear¬ 
ing  of  them,  I  am  in  great  doubt  whe¬ 
ther  they  can  ever  form  any  principle  at 
all.  But,  Gentlemen,  the  next  time 
you  go  to  battle,  Jet  me  advife,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  eaftern  cudom,  to  have  all 
your  Elephants  and  Bulls  ready,  and 
draw  them  up  in  front,  and  then, 
when  the  fhot  is  played  brifkly  off  at 
them,  they  will  turn  round,  and  put 
your  whole  force  and  numerous  army  in 
confudon  ;  and  you  will  be  able  to  fee 
the  diforder  of  your  own  troops,  much 
iooner  than  you  otherwife  would  have 
done,  which  will  learn  you  how  to 

make 


(  i3  ) 


make  a  handlome  retreat.  But,  Gen- 

/ 

tlemen,  were  I  to  mention  the  many  in- 
ftances  wherein  you  have  ftruggled  for 
the  puhlick  good,  nay  the  very  many 
nights,  as  well  as  days,  where  you 
rifqued  your  health,  and  left  your  dear 
Families  elfewhere  ;  the  many  and  very 
arduous  talks  you  have  undertook  for  the 
public  good,  which  though  you  might 
think  it  would  fill  up  a  large  volume, 
yet,  at  prefent,  1  niuft  certainly  leave 
it  a  Carte  Blanche ,  wherein  I  may  re¬ 
count,  in  future,  the  adtual  bleflings  of 
the  next  fucceeding  adminiftration.  Peo¬ 
ple  have  not  loft  all  fenfe  of  feeling  with- 

*  O 

out  doors,  if  they  had,  I  apprehend,  the 
rl  errible  gripes  they  have  had  of  late 
would  pinch  them  to  the  quick.  What 
will  iuturc  hiftorians  fay  ?  when  they 
come  to  form  an  eftimate  of  the  virtue 
and  wifdom  of  the  prefent  adminiftra¬ 
tion;  with  what  eyes  would  they  fee  them? 

would 


r  ■ 
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would  they  defcribe  them  a  mid  ft  the 
univerfal  diftrefs  of  the  people,  Trifling 
with  their  Mifery,  and  blowing  up  the 
coals  ol  1— -d — n,  already  perhaps  too 
hotly  kindled  among  them,'  into  down¬ 
right  di  Icon  tent  and  rebellion.  For 
God’s  lake  read,  Gentlemen,  and  know 
in  what  latitude  you  are,  and  truft  not 
your  Bark  in  fo  uncertain  and  boifterous 
a  fea.  What  have  you  done  with  re- 
fpect  to  the  internal  grievances  of  the 
Kingdom  ?  The  high  price  of  com,  and 
of  all  proviftons,  regarding  the  poorer 
fort?  what  with  refpedl  to  the  concilia- 
tion  of  our  colonies  ?  what  with  regard 
to  the  mutual  confidence  in  trade  be¬ 
tween  us?  what  with  the  corrupt  prac¬ 
tices  at  elections?  what  with  regard  to 
extinguifhing  the  Feudal  Vafialages  of 
Manerial  cuftoms  in  exchange  for  the 
more  afeertained  Property  and  Liberty  of 
a  free  country?  what  in  refpeeft  to  the 

alter- 
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alteration  and  better  provision  for  the 
poor  ?  what  .for  the  many  local  griev¬ 
ances  of  particular  individuals  ?  what 
for  preventing  the  arrears  of  the  civil 
lut  encreafing?  what  with  refpect  to  the 
Circumfcribingand  Limiting  the  number 
of  Placemen  and  Penfioners?  what  in 
regard  to  the  corrupt  practices  of  return  - 
ing  officers  ?  and  what  with  the  num- 
berlefs  other  oppreffions  too  tedious  here 
to  mention  ?  and  which,  were  I  to  de- 
feribe  them,  as  hereafter  I  intend  to  do 
fepsrately,  would  make  the  prels  team 
gain  with  Iniquity,  fo  much  that  any 
Pure  Adions  of  the  next  fucceeding  Ad- 
miniftration  could  not  be  printed  after 

with  the  fame  type,  but  muft  have  a 

\ 

new  fet  and  prefs.  The  little,  very  lit- 
tie,  attention  paid  to  the  bufferings  of 
the  people  convinces  me  that  you  never 
intended  any  Complaint  either  to  be 

heard 
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heard  or  redreffed;  what  in  the  name  of 
God  have  you  done  ?  You  have  trifled 
with  every  thing  you  have  entered  upon. 
What  have  you  done  with  Eafl:  India  af¬ 
fairs  after  a  whole  years  conflderation? 
What  was  to  be  done  with  thofe  im- 
menfe  territorial  acquifltions  which  fome 
of  the  bell  blood  of  this  nation  has  been 
fpilt  to  obtain,  together  with  an  aid 
granted  by  parliament  at  different  times 
of  near  five  millions  ?  What  have  you 
done  after  this  length  of  time  which  has 


been  given  you,  not  only  to  conflder 
the  true  State  of  thofe  acquifltions  and 
the  proper  Participation  which  the  pub- 
lick  are  intitlcd  to  ?  J  afk  what  you  have 
effected  ?  What  advantageous  Bargain 
have  you  made?  As  the  guardians  of  the 
Public  why  have  you  deign’d  with  a 
weaknefs  unparrefled  to  fubmit  to  the 

company’s  own  terms  ?  that  is  400,000/, 

per 


(  >7  ) 

per  Annum ,  for  five  years,  rather  than 
be  at  the  trouble  of  minutely  entering 
into  the  true  State  of  their  affairs ;  was 
this  for  want  of  Ability  or  Time  ?  the 
laft  it  could  not  be,  for  you  had  twelve 
■months  or  more  to  confider  ol  it;  the 
former  I  grant  it  may ;  you  now  there¬ 
fore  intend  to  accept  400,000  /.  per 
Annum ,  for  five  years,  a  great  acqui- 
lition  truly  to  the  public.  No,  Gentle¬ 
men,  the  Acquifition  is  on  the  other  fide  ; 
’tis  they  that  have  over-reached  y  our  know¬ 
ledge,  and  are  happy  in  the  Deceit.  Did 
you  ever,  during  the  whole  time  of  your 
confideration,  ever  call  in  the  advice  ot 
the  Conquerorof  the  Indies?  of  him  tvho 
has  Thronedand  dethroned  Nabobs  at  his 
pleafure.  I  fay,  did  you  ever  afk  his  ad¬ 
vice  ?  if  you  had,  ’twas  he  alone  could 
have  told  you  the  true  and  flou  riffling 
ffate  of  India,  he  would  have  inform  ed 

D  you 
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you  where  Refources  of  Revenue  could 

t  _ _  "?  t 

had 


come  from,  and  where,  alter  Vo» 


ranfached  every  corner  in  this  iiland,  for 
an  immediate  fupplv,  and  called  in  vain 
or  frefh  relief,  from  your  colonies,  you 
might  have  fupported  this  rotten  confti- 
tution,  and  hr  ailed  the  Exigencies  of  go¬ 
vernment  with  a! moll  a  Efficient  fuppiy, 
at  leaf!  from  knowing  a  true  date  of 
thole  acquisitions,  and  the  produce  upon 
their  Trade,  you  might  have  been  in  feme 
degree  enabled  to  have  kept  off,  for  a 

time,  part  of  thofe  Oppreflive  taxes  under 
which  burthen  We  mud  fffd  Groan,  and 
m  a  fhort  time  be  crufhed  to  Death.  So 
you  nave  patched  up  the  matter,  in  order 
that  the  wound  may  be  for  the  prefent 
dunned  over,  that  in  five  years  the  ir- 
inpcion  may  break  out  again,  with  fuch 
violence,  that  it  will  be  like  an  explo- 
Hon’  and  will,  in  the  end,  mortify  and 


(  i9  ) 

♦  • 

canker,  till  the  Pody  is  no  more.  Why 
did  you  not  confider  well  what  fydem  of 
government  would  be  moll  proper  to  be 
adopted  for  their  benefit,  what  frefh 
charters  for  the  protection  of  their  trade 
were  neceflary,  and  what  line  of  Policy 
fiiould  be  laid  down  with  refpedt  to 
India  for  the  future,  in  order  that  fome- 
thing  fixed  and  permanent,  might  be 
determined  upon  for  the  mutual  fatis-' 
raction  of  the  Public  and  the  Company. 
Suppofe  a  war  fiiould  break  out  in  In-' 
dia,  and  the  date  of  affairs  fiiould  dill 
alter,  you  are  each  tied  down  to  a  fultile 

agreement,  that  will  be  detrimental  to 

>  . 

both.  The  public  mud  n'eccdarily  fup- 
port  dome  part  of  the  expences  of  the 
war,  andLittle  is  the  fumto  Repay  them  ; 
on  their  fide  the  uncertainty  of  their 
charter,  and  want  of  other  Determinations 
and  A6ts  relating  to  the  benefit  of  their 
trade.  Thus  you  are  bewildered  ;  and 

D  2 
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never 
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never  put  any  thing  upon  a  Permanent 
Fired,  and  unalterable  Plan.  Thus  you 
Deceive  yourfelves  and  the  Public;  and 
thus  you  fail,  by  a  want  of  abilities  in 
purluing  the  public  good,  if  you  really 
ever  had  any  fuch  thing  in  purfuit.  In 
regard  to  the  propriety  of  the  bargain 
with  the  India  company,  and  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  true  ftate  of  that  country, 
7°  •  are  juft  in  the  fame  fituation  as  you 
Wtrc  a  year  ago,  not  one  inch  farther  ; 
ycur  pleafures  and  other  employments 
have  taken  place  of  your  enquiries.  I 
fhoJd  rather  impute  it  to  a  negledt  of 
exerciftng  your  little  faculties  in  the 
Public  fervice.  The  noble  lord,  that 
Conqueror  of  India,  would,  no  doubt, 
have  lent  you  his  Abilities  upon  the 
prefent  Occahon ;  and  you  would 
have  at  once  been  informed  (by  hear¬ 
ing  a  true  ftate  of  it)  of  one  of  the 
rivheft  Poflefiions  in  the  world:  from 

whence 


(  2  1'  ) 

whence  an  Adminiflration  having  worn 
out  and  weighed  down,  with  oppreffive 
Loads  of  taxes,  their  own  little  Ifland, 
and  made  attempts  to  be  afiifted  from 
Ireland  and  other  places,  might  be  furnifh- 
ed  wuh  a  Reiource  of  Revenue,  almoffc 
(if  well  protected)  inexhauftible.  But, 
Gentlemen,  I  believe  I  fhall  foon  take 
the  liberty  of  giving  my  thoughts  to 
you  in  a  future  Treatife  more  fully  upon 
this  occafion,  upon  the  Immenfe  Riches 
of  the  Company,  and  the  Vaft  territorial 

i 

acquifitions  in  India,  and  point  out  Me¬ 
thods  of  Fut'  "cSuppIy,  which,  my  almofl 
Bankrupt  Country  will  then  fj,and  greatly 
in  need  of ;  Happy  fhall  I  be  if  I  can 
fate  it  but  one  Gafp  more.  This,  Gen¬ 
tlemen,  as  money  was  to  be  got  by  it, 
I  fhould  have  thought  it  would  have  en¬ 
gaged  your  attention,  but  as  That  has  not, 
I  find  Nothing  will.  But  foon,  too  foon, 
alas !  fhall  we  find  the  dreadful  Effedls 

of 


(  22  ) 

of  your  Neglect ;  if  France  Should  in 
thefe  five  years  wage  War  upon  Bengal, 
or  any  of  the  fettlcments  in  India,  whofe 
immenfe  riches  lie  as  an  alluring  Bait  to 
a  Perfidious  People,  envying  thofe  Pof- 
feffions,  and  fond  of  Power;  and  this 
happening  when  divifions  and  diffrac¬ 
tions  are  the  reigning  foibles  among  you 
at  home  ;  the  Company  and  Proprie¬ 
tors  aiiTatisfied  and  uncertain  ;  their  Di¬ 
rectors  at  home,  and  Council  abroad 
thwarting  the  Military,  and  the  Military 
flighting  the  dire&ion  of  the  council ; 
among  thefe  Diforders  fufpect  an  atten¬ 
tive  vigilance  in  France  upon  the  EaPc 
India  pofleffions  :  the  eye  of  a  Perfidious 
Enemy  is  always  upon  you,  they  will  fure 
take  fome  Advantageous  Step  towards 
thefe  acquisitions ;  and  I  prophet,  before 
the  expiration  of  the  Comp  any s  grant  to 
you,  for  five  years,  then  your  fucceffors 
will  fee  in  a  true  light  the  Ministerial 

con- 


(  2  3  ) 


Conjurers  of  1 7 6 9.  Then  the  produce 
Ci  aiI,your  Cabals  will  be  naked  to  pub- 
'■c  vaewj  and  the  memory  of  pad  Trea¬ 
chery  deeply  engraved  on  the  tomb  done 

k*  1  • 


or  this  undone,  dying,  and  then  d 
ed  date. 


clenart- 


Now>  Gentlemen,  Lay  your  hands  up¬ 
on  your  hearts,  and  alk  yourlelves  only, 
whether  you  think  you  are  lit  to  govern 
this  Country  and  Guide  the  Helm  of  date; 
whether  in  the  dormy  fe as,  in  which  you 
have  carried  the  bark  without  compafs. 
Log-book,  or  line,  you  can  ever  expetd  to 
hnd  a  laic  harbour.  Do,  Gentlemen,  let 
George  the  old  Pilot  j  Edmund  theCock- 
fwain  (who  by  the  Bye  is  one  of  theCutcd 


the  management  of  the  bark.  Confider 
how  valuable  a  Treafure  you  have  on 


on 
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board,  ’tis  no  lefs  than  the  Produce  of 
the  Richeft  and  beft  part  of  Europe, 
Aha,  Africa,  and  America,  all  fhipped 
aboard  the  Britannia.  Do,  Gentlemen, 
let  me  intreat  you,  before  the  Crew  Mu¬ 
tiny,  they  are  already,  and  have  been  this 
long  time  upon  fhort  allowance. 

Think  at  leaf!:,  and  at  laft,  to  preferve 
their  lives,  if  the  Ship  cannot  be  faved  ; 
but  I  have  not  the  lead:  doubt  that  if  you 
will  give  up  the  helm,  but  that  Provi¬ 
dence  will  caufe  the  ftorm  to  ceafe,  and 
the  bark  to  ride  in  fafety.  I  have  now 
given  you  my  fentiments  in  a  very  frank 
manner.  I  think  fpeaking  plain  is  the 
beft,  as  I  am  able  to  draw  nearer  my 
point  by  a  concife  argument ;  I  fhall 
in  future,  as  I  fee  occafton,  take  the  li¬ 
berty  of  employing  two  or  three  hours 
again  in  the  like  manner,  as  this  is  the 
work  of  no  longer  time. 

Feb,  28,  1769. 
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